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467 March 17, 1905 

CHINA. 

Report from Hongkong — Smallpox on U. 8. army transport Seward. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports, February 8, as follows: 

As we were going out to inspect the U. S. army transport Setoard, 
clearing for Manila, January 26, 1905, the army assistant surgeon 
aboard reported that a Filipino seaman had that morning reported 
sick with fever and a skin eruption. 

The local authorities were notified, and they quarantined the vessel 
on account of smallpox. The vessel was disinfected, contacts were 
vaccinated, and full pratique was given by local authorities. 

The American bill of health was issued thereafter, the master being 
advised to call via Mariveles. 

Reports from S/tanghai — Inspection of vessels — Smallpox among 
natives and foreigners — Typhus fever reported at Hankow. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports, February 1 and 8, as 
follows: 

During the week ended January 29, 1905, 3 supplemental bills of 
health were issued, 3 vessels, 365 crew, 63 cabin and 64 steerage 
passengers were inspected, and manifests were viseed for 21,309 pieces 
of freight. One emigi-ant for San Francisco, per steamship Siberia, 
was examined and recommended for rejection. 

There were reported to the municipal health officer during the week 
the following communicable diseases: Smallpox — 6 new cases among 
the foreign population. Among the native population — smallpox, 23 
deaths; diphtheria, 4 deaths, and tuberculosis, 27 deaths. The total 
deaths reported were 3 foreigners and 132 natives. 

One case of typhus fever was reported at Hankow, the disease being 
imported, it is said, from Shanghai. 

Improvement in smallpox sit nation — Cases of fever claimed to be hoc* 
teriologically verified as Malta fever. 

During the week ended February 4, 1905, but one bill of health was 
issued, and 1 vessel, 118 crew, 37 cabin and 3 steerage passengers were 
inspected. Manifests were viseed for 41 pieces of freight. 

During the week the following communicable diseases were reported 
in the foreign settlement: Among foreigners — smallpox, 9 new cases; 
diphtheria, 2 new cases. Among natives — smallpox, 12 deaths; diph- 
theria, 3 deaths; tuberculosis, 32 deaths. The total reported mor- 
tality was 4 foreigners and 126 natives. 

Whether the apparent improvement in the smallpox situation is 
real, or whether it is due to other ports, declaring Shanghai an infected 
port, thus causing a diminution in the number of cases reported, I am 
not prepared to say; but within the last month, and especially the last 
ten days, the weather has been severed cold and inclement, favoring 
concentration of individuals indoors and theoretically providing the 
best conditions for the spread of the disease. 

It majr be interesting to the Bureau to note that Doctor Bishop, 
surgeon of one of the English cruisers here, claims to have identified as 
Malta fever some of the febrile diseases prevailing here, and previ- 



March 17, 1905 468 

ously diagnosed as irregular types of enteric or malarial fever. It is 
stated that his claims have been verified bv Professor Kitasato, of 
Tokyo. 

No immigration examinations were made and no quarantinable dis- 
eases were reported from anv outports during the period January 29 
to February 4, 1905. 

COSTA RICA. 

Report from San Jose — Quarantine declared at Costa Rican port* 
against Colon, Panama, and Bocas del Toro, on account of prevalence 
qf yellow fever on the Isthmus. 

Consul Caldwell reports, February 14, as follows: 

Owing to the prevalence of yellow fever on the Isthmus the Gov- 
ernment of Costa Rica, by a decree of February 10, has declared a 
quarantine at the ports of the Republic against the ports of Colon, 
Panama, and Bocas del Toro, and ships arriving from those ports 
will be subject to such restrictions as the authorities maj r prescribe. 

The ports of Costa Rica have been free from yellow fever for a long 
time, and the Government is determined to take all precautions and 
employ all means within its power to prevent the introduction of the 
disease. 

CUBA. 

Report from Ilahana — Inspection of vessels — Cases of sickness on, ves- 
sels — Vessels from which passengers were landed at Triscwnia quar- 
antine station and sent to hospital — No quarantinable diseases. 

Surgeon Wertenbaker reports, March 9, as follows: 
Week ended March 4, 1905. 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued 31 

Crew of outgoing vessels inspected 1,216 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 1, 284 

Pieces of freight passed (salted hides) 886 

The American steamship Esperanza, which left this port on February 
28, had 1 sailor with tonsilitis. 

The Spanish steamship Montevideo, which left this port February 28, 
had 1 steerage passenger in transit for Spain, suffering from chronic 
nephritis. 

The following vessels landed sick passengers at the quarantine sta- 
tion of Triscornia, who were sent to hospital for treatment. 

February 6, steamship Sardinia, 1 passenger with grippe. 

February 13, steamship Ilahana, 3 passengers with febricula. 

February 13, steamship Miguel Gallart, 4 passengers with measles, 
1 passenger with varicella. 

February 14, steamship Ilahana, 1 passenger with grippe. 

There are no quarantinable diseases at this port. 

Reports from Matanzas — Inspection of vessels — Precautionary deten- 
tion of steamship Hermod from Tampico — Diphtheria, enteric fever, 
measles, and scarlet fever — Mortuary statistics. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, March 6 and 7, as follows: 
During the week ended March 4, 1905, bills of health were granted 



